
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



40 Inductive Bible Studies; [Jan., 

4. Religious Teaching. 

Let all the religious teachings of the sections be gathered up into the one great 
lesson of the passage. Does it not have to do with the Proclamation of a 
Deliverer and Preparation for him, (a) all originating in a divine impulse, (b) 
all according to divine promise, (c) all finding its earthly beginning among 
devoted servants of God, (d) the deliverer himself to be preceded by a 
human herald, and (e) though the Son of God, also the son of Mary. 

STUDIES III AND IV.— BIRTH AND BOYHOOD OF JOHN AND 
JESUS. LUKE i : 57—2 : 52. 

Remark: It is desirable that in beginning each "study" (1) the material of the 
preceding "study" be reviewed, and (2) the entire passage assigned be 
read over rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 

/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work : 1) 
the verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way ; (2) 
important or difficult words and phrases are studied ; (3) a complete state- 
ment of the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work 
already done ; (4) the religious teaching is sought.] 

§ i. Chapter 1 : 57-66. 

1. Read and note the subject : Birth of John and events attending it. 

2. The following words and phrases may be studied with the helps available : (1) 

Eighth day, v. 59, cf. Gen. 17:12; (2) would- have-called, lit. " were calling," 
i. e. "wanted to call"; (3) made-signs (v. 62), was Z. deaf also? (4) writing- 
tablet (v. 63), see Comm. or Bib. Diet, for description ; (5) marvelled, was it 
in view of both mother and father agreeing independently on this name ? (6) 
noised-abroad (v. 65), so that Luke may have learned thus these facts ; (7) 
hand of the Lord, etc., an O. T. phrase, cf. Judg. 2:15; Ezra 7 : 9. 

3. Study the following condensation of this section : The child of E. is born amid 

rejoicing, circumcised, named John by mother and father. The father at once 
recovers speech and praises God. These things move all who hear of them to 
wonder, fear and consider the future. 

4. Observe how much greater likelihood of the growth of a child in righteousness, 

when, as in this case, in the giving of his name, in the life and the belief of 
his parents and in the universal expectation, the atmosphere of godly influ- 
ences is thrown about him from the beginning. 

§ 2. Chapter 1 : 67-79. 

1. Look over these verses and note the subject. Is it not The hymn of Zacharias ? 

2. (1) prophesied (v. 67), (a) note the revival of prophecy, (b) in what sense this is 

called prophecy (cf. Van 0., note on v. 67) ; (2) hath-wrought-redemption 
(v. 68), (a) lit. " wrought red," though still in the future, regarded as past, (b) 
"redemption " equals " deliverance," (c) is it from national oppressors or 
national sins? (3) horn of salv. (v. 69), cf. Ps. 18 : 2 ; 92 : 10 ; (4) v. 74, first 
political freedom, then righteousness ; (5) remission of sins (v. 77), i. e. 
when their sins are remitted the nation will know that deliverance is at 
hand, Mk. I : 4, (cf. Pulp. Comm., note on v. 72) ; (6) the dayspring (v. 78) see 
the explanation of the figure in Lindsay, note on v. 78. 
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3. Try to arrive at the contents of the hymn as follows :* (1) vs. 68-70, " Blessed 

be God who has come and redeemed his people by a strong Deliverer in 
the line of David, foretold by prophets from the first ;" (2) vs. 71-75, "he is 
to save us, in mercy, according to his ancient promise, from enemies, to 
serve him uprightly forever ;" (3) vs. 76-79, " this child is to prepare his 
way by proclaiming first God's merciful forgiveness, whereon deliverance 
leading out of dark despair into peace shall dawn." Now, the three parts 
may be united, viz : Blessed be God who comes, as foretold, in the Deliverer 
whose work is to bi ing in our promised relief from enemies, and our holy ser- 
vice of God, whose coming this child shall prepare us for by the offer of forgive- 
ness, and shall usher in the dawn of peace. 

4. Among other religious teachings is it not here emphasized that the source of 

the messianic forgiveness, peace and salvation is the mercy of God ? 

§ 3. Chapter 1 : 80. 

1. What is the subject? Is it The early years of John? 

2. (1) Strong in spirit : does this suggest the sweeter or the sterner elements of 

spirituality ?f (2) deserts, where ? (3) shewing, (a) same root in Lk. 10 : 1 
(" appointed ") ; Acts 1 : 24 (" chosen "), (b) hence " appointment " to his 
public ministry. 

3. May not this verse be thus summed up, viz: John grows in spiritual strength and 

is in the deserts till he begins his work. 

4. Is there not suggested here the wisdom of temporary retirement from the 

world in preparation for ministry to men ? 

§ 4. Chapter 2 : 1-7. 

1. Let the student after reading these verses state their general subject. 

8. Study the following words and phrases: (1) decree (v. 1), on the historical diffi- 
culty, see Farrar, Luke, p. 62, or Lindsay, Luke I, p. 55 ; (2) Casar Augustus 
cf. Bib. Diet., etc.; (3) enrolled, either (a) for military purposes, or (b) for a 
tax -levy ; (4) first enrolment (v. 2), any news of a second ? Cf. Acts 5:37; 

(5) Quirinius, on the historical difficulty, see Farrar and Lindsay, as before ; 

(6) Bethlehem (v. 4), where ? (7) betrothed (v. 5), not different from " married " 
except in one respect, cf. Mt. 1:25; (8) firstborn (v. 7), does this imply other 
children later ? cf. Heb. 1 : 6. 

3. Let the following statement be scrutinized as a condensation of this section : 

In obedience to an imperial decree given when Q. was governor of Syria Joseph, 
according to custom, went, with his betrothed to his ancestral city, Bethlehem, 
where Mary bore a son and having swathed him laid him in a manger, 
the inn being full. 

4. Consider, as a religious teaching of these circumstances, the lowly birth of the 

Saviour. 

§ 5. Chapter 2 : 8-20. 

1. May this passage be entitled, The Announcement to the Shepherds, andits result? 

2. In the field (v. 8) different views as to the time of year ; (2) glory of the Lord 

(v. 9), cf. 1 Kgs. 8 : 10, 11 ; (3) Christ (y. 11), cf. marg.; (4) sign (v. 12), how 
could that be a sign ? (5) in the highest (v. 14) ; (6) men in whom, etc., either 
(a) all men are blessed in the child, or (b) God's chosen ones ; (7) v. 14, 

* Lindsay I-, p. 53, note, gives an analysis. 
+ See Ecce Homo, p. 13. 
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study the form of the song, a three-fold parallelism ; cf. Farrar or Lindsay ; 
a somewhat different view in Van. O., p. 39. 

3. Will not the complete statement of this passage be somewhat as follows? 

Shepherds tending flocks at night are told by an angel of the joy ful event of the 
birth of the Christ and are given a sign. A chorus of angels ascribes praise to 
God and peace to men his delight. The shepherds find the child and his parents, 
to whom they tell the story. Mary ponders over it. The shepherds depart in 
■wonder and praise to God. 

4. Does not this narrative teach that God regards the advent of the Deliverer as of 

immense importance to the humblest class of people?* 



§ 6. Chapter 2 : 21-24. 

1. Look over these verses and note their subject. Is it not Circumcision, Naming 

and Presentation of Jesus ? 

2. Select five or six words and phrases in this section which you may regard as 

important and difficult and with what help is available study them care- 
fully. 

3. May not the contents of these verses be stated thus ? The child is circumcised , 

named Jesus, and in due time presented to the Lord in Jerusalem, according io 
law, with the appropriate offering. 

4. Observe that he who is to deliver the people of Israel is made subject to their 

appointed laws and religious customs. 



§ 7. Chapter 2 : 25-39. 

1. Read this passage and note that it deals with The testimony of Simeon and Anna. 

2. Study these words and phrases: (1) consolation of Israel (v. 25), (a), i.e., the 

coming of the Christ, (b), cf. Isa. 40 : 1 ; (2) for revelation to the G. (v. 32), (a) 
"so that they may see it and come," (b) note the spiritual insight, cf. Isa. 2:2; 
60 : 1-3 ; (3) marvelling (v. 33), at his knowledge of the child or the great- 
ness of his prophecy? (4) falling aud rising (v. 34) ; (5) sign, note the hint of 
opposition ; (6) a sword, etc. (v. 35), was this anguish (a) because of her 
doubt and disbelief, or (b) in view of the opposition of others to her child ? 
(7) spa ke of him to all (v. 38), possible source of Luke's knowledge; (8) re- 
turned (v. 39), (a) note the omission of events mentioned in Mt. 2 : 1-22, (b) 
observe possible contradictions between the accounts, and seek for a solu- 
tion.! 

3. May not this section be summed up as follows ? The pious Simeon meets them 

and sees, in the child, the Christ whom he was to behold befote death. He thanks 
God for the sight of the universal Saviour. Blessing the wondering parents, he 
tells Mary that the child is a sign in whom, with anguish to herself, men wilt 
show what they are, some for, some against him. 

4. Is not an important religious teaching of this section the universal significance 

of the presence of the Christ in the world, in whom the thoughts of both 
Jew and Gentile are revealed ? 

* " The birth of Jesus ushers in the time when the religious life of the individual is first estU 
mated at its true value and therefore becomes an object of God's hallowing and providential 
grace." — Weiss I, p. 255. 

t For differing views see Van O., p. 46, and Weiss I, p. 260. 
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g 8. Chapter 2 : 41-50. 

1. Read these verses. Criticize the following temporary statement of their sub- 

ject : The Passover Visit to the Temple. 

2. Words and phrases for study are (1) parents went every year (v. 41) ; light on 

Mary's character? (2) twelve years old(y.i,2), (a) a turning point In a Jewish 
boy's life, cf. Comm. (b) implies more maturity than with us, hence vs. 43, 
44 ; (3) doctors (v. 46), (a) teachers of the law, (b) he sat as a pupil ; (4) thy 
father and I, (v. 48), significance? (5) v. 49 (a) the first saying of Jesus, (b) 
significance lies not in use of word " Father," cf. Isa. 63 : 16 ; Jer. 31 : 9, 
but "my Father," (c) consider its significance, implying the consciousness 
of a unique relation to God.* 

3. Consider the following condensed statement: According to their custom the par- 

ents attend the passover, taking Jesus, now twelve years old. They finish their 
service and depart. Missing Jesus they search for him and find him in the 
temple among the teachers, who ate astonished at his wisdom. To his mother's 
reproach he gives an answer, incompi ehensible to them, " You should have known 
that I must have been in my Father's house." 

4. Let the student, in view of his study of the passage, draw out what may be re- 

garded as its essential religious teaching. 

§ 9, Chapter 2 : 40, 51, 52. 

I. Read and note the subject. Is it The Growth of Jesus ? 

a. (1) Grew and waxed strong (v. 40), physically; (2) filled, cf. marg. "becoming 
filled ;" what suggestion in this? (3) subject (v. 51), for his life and occupa- 
tion, cf. Mk. 6 : 2, 3 ; John 7:15; (4) kept, bearing on source and character 
of this narrative ? (5) increased, etc. (v. 52 1, bodily and spiritual growth ; (!) 
favor, etc.; is this any more than a general statement? 

3. Make a full and yet condensed statement of the thought of these verses accord- 

ing to the examples already given. 

4. Observe how foe who is the Christ passes his youth in the seclusion of a Jew- 

ish home in a country village, and compare with the training of John in the 
desert 



//. CLASSIFICATION OF THE MATERIAL 
7. The Contents and Summary. 

l) The Contents. The following; table of the sections of the material is to be 
read, studied and reviewed until it is thoroughly mastered. 

BIRTH AND BOYHOOD OF JOHN AND JESUS. 

§ 1. Birth of John and Events attending it. 

§ 2. The Hymn of Zacharias. 

§ 3. Early Years of John. 

§ 4. The Birth of Jesus. 

§ 5. The Announcement to Shepherds and its Result. 

§ 6. Circumcision, Naming and Presentation of Jesus. 

§ 7. Testimony of Simeon and Anna. 

§ 8. Passover Visit to the Temple. 

§ 9. The Growth of Jesus. 

* Weiss I., pp. 278-260, is helpful here. 



44 Inductive Bible Studies: [Jan., 

a) The Summary. Gathering together the various statements of the contents of 
this passage, note the following summary. John is born, circumcised and 
named amid circumstances that cause joy, wonder and wide-spread interest. 
Zacharias celebrates his birth by a song of praise to God for sending deliverance 
through the Christ whose way John is to prepare and bring in the light of peace. 
During the sojourn of Joseph and Mary at Bethlehem, Jesus is born, his birth 
joyfully heralded by angels to shepherds who find him in a manger. He is cir- 
cumcised, named, presented in the temple where Simeon greets him as the Christ 
and predicts opposition to him and Anna spreads the news. At twelve, he is 
taken to the Passover, and, left behind by his parents, is found in the temple 
among the teachers and declares that his true place is in his Father's house. He 
returns to Nazareth and grows in body, mind and soul, in favor with God and 
men. 



2. Observations upon the Material. 

The following important facts or inferences coming up in connection with the 
material are to be read carefully and considered : 

15) Children were cherished tenderly and care- 2 3) The reticence of the Gospel writers concern- 

fully trained in Israel (cf. Bissell, Bit/. in S the years of the y° ulh of Jesus ' s of 

A ntiquities, p. 33). weight in determining the truth of what 

16) 1 : 59-80. John was born into a family and they do tell us about it. 

social circle that cherished lofty spiritual 2 4) 2 : 49- Jesus was conscious in his childhood 

ideas concerning God and his Christ. o{ a peculiar relation to God. 

17) 1 : 67. Prophecy, which had been silent 2 5) His was a perfectly natural human growth 

since Malachi, now is revived. in bod y and mind . yet possessing in a 

18) The hymn of Z. is saturated with Old Tes- unique manner the favor of God.t 

tament language and thought. »6) One visit of angels and one other possibly 

19) 1 : 71, 74. In the conception of the Christ miraculous event (2 : 26-28) are narrated 

that Z. had, the idea of deliverance from here. 

earthly enemies was prominent. 27) The statements that Mary thoughtfully re- 

30) 1 : 80. John was prepared for his work by membered these things, 2 : 19, 51, and that 

an ascetic training. other persons spoke of them (1 : 65, 66 ; 2 ; 

»i) The historical uncertainty in 2 : 1, 2 has 17. 38) suggest a probable source for 

made it difficult to fix accurately the Luke's account. 

date of Jesus' birth, cf. Lindsay, I., p. 56, 28) 2 : 25,38. There was at that time a circle of 

no te. religious people who were expecting the 

22) 2 : 7-16. The presence of the lowly and the coming of the Christ. 

lofty * about the birth place of Jesus is a 29)2:34. The opposition which Jesus after. 

mark of the essential historical character wards met and the reason of it are sug- 

and truthfulness of the representation. gested in Simeon's words. 



3. Topics for Study. 

Observe the topical arrangement of the observations for further study: 
1) Character of the Material. [Obs. 6-8, 13, 14, iS, 22, 23, 26, 27.] : (1) Esti- 
mate the literary character of 1:5-2: 52 in view of (a) its difference from 1 : 
1-4, (b) the O. T. expressions in it, (c) more generally, the Hebraic element 
in it. (2) Consider its historical character in view of (a) the angelic element 

* Stalker S§ 6-jo may profitably be read here. 

t "We must accordingly come to the conclusion that Jesus has received no impulses from any of 
the peculiar religious tendencies that were current among the people, that he grew up spiritually 
as a child of his nation under the influence of his pious parents' home, and of the free, active, 
natural life around him ; yet in such a manner that the life-giving spring of scripture, from which 
the litter drew its best animating principles, flowed directly for him ; and the original purity of a 
soul, which breathed in the atmosphere of a divine love which had never been clouded, preserved 
Him from every false way." Weiss, Life of Christ, I., p. 290. 
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(b) the miraculous element, (c) the delicacy and reserve of manner, (d) the 
reticence as to matter, (e) the Apocryphal Gospels, (f) suggestions of per- 
sonal recollections, (g) historical difficulties (2:1-3). (3) Observe possible 
sources of the material (a) a Hebrew "document inserted here by Luke, (b) 
Luke's verbatim notes of personal recollections. (4) Decide between three 
ways of interpreting the material, (a) as containing exact accounts of words 
and events, (b) as a record of current legends or pious fabrications, (c) as 
containing essentially historical recollections but the mode of representa- 
tion due to the author or compiler. 

2) The Historical Situation.* [Obs. 9, 17, 19, 21, 28] : (1) From 1 : 5, 74 ; 2:1-4 

as a basis seek to form a clear idea of the political condition of the Jewish 
people at the birth of Jesus. (2) Observe also their religious condition (a) 
in its darker aspects (cf. 1 : 16, 17), (b) in the religious revival at this time. 
(3) Make a special study of Zacharias' Hymn from this historical standpoint. 

3) The Youth of Jesus.f [Obs. 9, 21-25, *7> 28] : (1) From Lk. 2 : 1-52 ; Mt. 2 : 

1-23 indicate and arrange in order the events of his childhood. (2) Con- 
sider and explain the reticence of the Gospels. (3) State any further facts 
about his intellectual and religious education and occupations. (4) What 
may be said (a) as to his development, (b) as to the influence of his home 
life upon it. (5) Try to determine from all facts especially the event of 2 : 
42-51, (a) Jesus' relation to God, (b) his consciousness of this relation. 



4. Religious Teaching. 

The following is suggested as the chief religious teaching: the Advent of the 
Deliverer who is (a) born in humble circumstances, (b) first announced to 
men of lowly occupation, (c) announced, however, by angelic heralds, (d) 
as a youth living quietly in a village home, (e) growing according to the 
laws of human development, (f) yet having a sense of unique relationship 
to God. 



STUDIES V AND VI.— THE MINISTRY OF JOHN. Luke 3:1-224 

Remark : It is desirable that in each " study," (1) the material of the preceding 
" study " be reviewed, and (2) the entire passage assigned be read over 
rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 



/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work : (1) 
the verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way ; (2) 
important or difficult words and phrases are studied ; (3) a complete state- 
ment of the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work 
already done ; (4) the religious teaching is sought.] 

* Cf. Stalker, % 26-39. 

t Cf. Stalker, §§ 1 1-24 ; Vallings* Jems Christ, tke divine man, (ch. 6) is stimulating ; a fuller treat- 
ment is found in Weiss, I., pp. 275-293. 

tin the preparation of this and the following studies the material of the " Inductive Studies 
on the Life of the Christ according to the Gospel of Mark," has been freely employed. Students 
are referred to this " series " for a somewhat different presentation of this general subject, cf. 
The Old Testament Student, Sept.— June, i888-'89, New Testament Supplement. 



